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blunders the Communists found themselves
largely surpassed by the Socialists in political
influence, voting strength and even in num-
bers- Then, in 1934, the turning tide in
Moscow brought the question of the " United
Front" to the fore. The Communists
seized the new instrument of unity just as
unscrupulously as they had handled the old
one of vilification; this gave them a certain
advantage over their more hesitating oppo-
nents, whom they tried with all their skill
to convert into their allies.
When in 1935 the French Trade Unions
reunited, there were some 650,000 members
in the C.G.T. (Confederation Generate du
Travail, the French T.U.C.) led by Leon
Jouhaux, while the Moscow Unions (Con-
federation du Travail Unitaire, C.G.T.U.) had
hardly 5200,000 left. The fusion brought an
immediate revival, and the subsequent era
of the Popular Front sent the membership
figures soaring sky-high. Unions even in
skilled trades like the engineers who, previ-
ously, had a few thousand members in the
whole of the Paris industrial area, saw their
membership rise overnight to six and seven
figures. Membership of the reorganised
C.G.T. reached its peak somewhere near the
five million mark, but rapidly receded again